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Health and Safety Code  
Division 13 Housing  
Part 2. Manufactured Housing 
Chapter 1. Defini�ons  

18010. “Recrea�onal vehicle” means both of the following: 

(a) A motor home, travel trailer, truck camper, or camping trailer, with or without mo�ve power,
designed for human habita�on for recrea�onal, emergency, or other occupancy, that meets all
of the following criteria:
(1) It contains less than 320 square feet of internal living room area, excluding built-in

equipment, including, but not limited to, wardrobe, closets, cabinets, kitchen units or
fixtures, and bath or toilet rooms.

(2) It contains 400 sf or less of gross area measured at maximum horizontal projec�ons.
(3) It is built on a single chassis.
(4) It is either self-propelled, truck-mounted, or permanently towable on the highways without

a permit.

Chapter 2. Standards – Sec�on 18027.3 describes the code associated with ANSI and NFPA standards 
for recrea�onal vehicles. However, RV owners may also self-declare that the RV they own has been 
built to standard.  A waiver may be signed in lieu of an RV seal.   

18027.3 (a) The legislature finds and declares as follows: 

(1) The American Na�onal Standards Ins�tute (ANSI) and Na�onal Fire Protec�on Associa�on
(NFPA) have adopted standards for the design and safety of recrea�onal vehicles, including park
trailers, pursuant to procedures that have given diverse views an opportunity to be considered
and which indicate that interested and affected par�es have reached substan�al agreement on
their adop�on.

(2) The ANSI A119.2 and A119.5 standards and the NFPA 1192 standards are designed to protect
the health and safety of persons using recrea�onal vehicles and park trailers.

(3) Compliance with those standards as required by this sec�on may be enforced by any law
enforcement authority having appropriate jurisdic�on, pursuant to Sec�on 18020.5, which
makes it a crime to violate any provision of this part. Therefore, to promote governmental
efficiency and economy and to avoid duplica�on of ac�vi�es and services, it is appropriate to
eliminate the role of the department in modifying and enforcing standards for the construc�on
of recrea�onal vehicles.

(b) Recrea�onal vehicles specified in subdivision (a) of Sec�on 18010 that are manufactured on or a�er
January 1, 1999, and before July 14, 2005, shall be constructed in accordance with Standard No. A119.2,
as contained in the 1996 edi�on of the Standards of the American Na�onal Standards Ins�tute.
Recrea�onal vehicles specified in subdivision (a) of Sec�on 18010 that are manufactured on or a�er July
14, 2005, shall be constructed in accordance with the NFPA 1192 Standard on Recrea�onal Vehicles.



(c) Recrea�onal vehicles specified in subdivision (b) of Sec�on 18010 that are manufactured on or a�er
January 1, 1999, shall be constructed in accordance with Standard No. A119.5, as contained in the 1998
edi�on of the Standards of the American Na�onal Standards Ins�tute.

(d) A change in Standard No. A119.2 or A119.5 or in the NFPA 1192 Standard on Recrea�onal Vehicles
contained in a new edi�on of the Standards of the American Na�onal Standards Ins�tute shall become
opera�ve on the 180th day following the publica�on date.

(e) No recrea�onal vehicle shall be equipped with more than one electrical power supply cord.

(f) Any recrea�onal vehicle manufactured on or a�er January 1, 1999, that is offered for sale, sold,
rented, or leased within this state shall bear a label or an insignia indica�ng the manufacturer’s
compliance with the American Na�onal Standards Ins�tute or Na�onal Fire Protec�on Associa�on
standard specified in subdivision (b) or (c).

(g) Any recrea�onal vehicle manufactured prior to January 1, 1999, that is offered for sale, sold, rented,
or leased within this state shall bear a label or an insignia of approval indica�ng the manufacturer’s
compliance with the American Na�onal Standards Ins�tute standard or a department insignia issued
prior to January 1, 1999, indica�ng compliance with the state standard that was in effect pursuant to this
chapter on the date of manufacture, including any modifica�ons contained in regula�ons.

(h) It is unlawful for any person to do either of the following:

(1) Remove, or cause to be removed, a label, an insignia, or an insignia of approval affixed
pursuant to this sec�on.

(2) Alter or convert, or cause to be altered or converted, any recrea�onal vehicle in a manner
that is inconsistent with ANSI Standard No. A119.2 or A119.5 or the NFPA 1192 Standard on
Recrea�onal Vehicles when the recrea�onal vehicle is used, occupied, sold, or offered for sale
within this state.
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